
 

Copyright © 2015 by Attila Márton 
 

Kennel Marketing - IV. 
 

What‘s Worth a Thousand Words 
 
With a well-chosen picture attention can be raised and emotions can be 
communicated. Empathy, warmth, trust, anger, understanding. Human 
emotions are revealed in a split second. Especially if one knows how to do 
it properly. 
 
Before anything gets done 
 
It’s an old myth that everything is free of charge on the internet. Users‘ habits 
still show that contents are easily accessible and can be used freely. However, it’s 
not true. Law is there and protects intellectual creations, including photos. 
Copyright protects the creator strongly and automatically and if they do not 
consent to the usage of the creation, you are not allowed to use it. If you 
habitually download a picture and use it somewhere else for your own sake, give 
it up quickly. 
The good old right button click on the mouse might trigger off an attack by an 
angry photographer, even that of a lawyer. 
 
If you want to enhance your presence and other’s opinion of you by professional 
tools, there are several stages when you have to dip into your purse -  but you do 
this every day anyway. 
You spend on clothes, a visit to the hairdresser’s, and you take a shower. These 
cost money, too. Pictures and other supplementary things that are of good 
quality belong to this category too. 
 
 In case you decide to hire a professional photographer to take some pictures of 
your dog or you, you might wish to write a contract including how, how many 
times and where you are allowed to use the pictures. Make sure you also clarify 
where and how the photographer wants to use the photos of you and your dog. 
Imagine seeing your photos somewhere that’s embarrassing or the photographer 
receiving money without you being aware of it. 
 Let me complicate matters even further. If someone else is also in the picture 
(your handler or the pretty girl from next door posing with your dog for 
instance), their consent is also inevitable for the public use of the picture. 
Otherwise they might sue you if they see the picture. This is just paperwork, but 
law is law, and with a little care, you can protect yourself from a lot of possible 
and useless inconveniences. 
 
Compose it 
 
Composition means completion and design. Regarding a picture it means that it’s 
complete. It shows what you want to express and has an effect on the viewer. It 
has to convey emotions you wish to show and the way you wish to show them. It 
might sound like a cliche but you need conscieousness here. 
If you know which user interface you will appear on, work out what kind of 
pictures you want to communicate with, what you want to express and how.  
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If you always show exhibition pictures, it might get dull after a while, no matter 
how proud you are of your achievement. If you always post pictures of puppies, 
they might look boring after a while, even if they are cute. A picture of your dog 
posing is important professionally, especially for another breeder. But a picture 
like this has little life in it.  
Monotony results in indifference. The best solution is variety.  
 
Be creative and think about your repertoire. Show a still life of your kennel with 
the puppies. Have an artistic picture taken in a professional studio. Show happy 
pictures of you and your dogs. Get used to the camera even if you don’t like to 
showcase yourself: your kennel is actually about you. Be funny and humorous. 
People like smiling and having fun.  
 
Variety might be spoilt by too much information, when a series of photos is 
uploaded as they are. There are 45 pictures and you upload all of them. No one 
will ever look at all of them. Choose the one in the topic area that you find the 
best in terms of quality and expresses the message, and use it. Forget the rest or 
use them later or somewhere else. 
 
Technical guide A-Z 
 
There are some basic terms you must know. 
When it comes to pictures, it’s the most simple thing that causes trouble. This is 
resolution. Photos are made of millions of tiny dots. It’s like a mosaic with lots of 
pieces. If there are any at all. If there are few dots, it won’t go unnoticed, as your 
picture will indeed look like a mosaic, not like a photo.  
In case of photo files, bmp format used to be very common, but jpg has been 
widespread for a while since it uses a compression process which produces good 
quality with small file sizes as well. Another format has appeared and became 
very popular: png, which is used on web surfaces. It produces smaller file sizes 
than jpg and its advantage is that it is able to handle transparent colours as well. 
In graphics you can make white look transparent, so instead of white, the 
background will be visible if you place a photo onto another one. When placing a 
logo, this process is inevitable.  
 
To show photos, bit pictures are used, indicating that they consist of dots. 
There’s another type which is called vector graphics. Its name suggests that the 
picture doesn’t consist of dots but mathematical vectors which describe shapes 
and curves. You will never be able to make this from photos, but when asking 
your graphic designer to create a logo, don’t forget to ask for a vector graphic file. 
The main advantage of vector graphic images is that they don’t consist of dots so 
you can blow them up, yet they will not be distorted and won’t look like a pile of 
colourful cubes. You can make them as big as a block of flats and still, the 
graphics will look exactly like the one on your monitor.  
The resolution of bit pictures is usually given in pixels, which indicates how 
many cubes are in a photo horizontally and vertically.  
Another crucial indicator is dpi, ie. dot per inch, the number of dots in one inch. 
First you might think the more the better, so you can use your superb 12-
megapixel photo anywhere. 
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 In the case of web pictures it’s essential that they are not high resolution.  
If someone opens your webpage, their browser must download the pictures from 
there. If they do not have internet services with a high delivery bandwidth, it 
might be frustrating that a small picture can be downloaded slowly or cannot be 
downloaded at all.  
The other problem is, surprising as it may sound, that the picture won’t be sharp. 
You want to compress a large number of dots into a much smaller space. Dots 
pile up, which results in a dim picture of low quality.  
The solution is that you re-size the picture to a size and resolution which are 
optimal at its place of appearance. This requires a picture editing programme 
which is suitable for that. In a good programme you can give centimeters, the 
programme will convert it into pixels. If you make the photo smaller, make sure 
you also have it in higher resolution, since if it’s not just used on the net, that will 
be necessary. When printing your photo for advertising or to have leaflets made, 
the best decision is to find a graphic designer. Simple as it may appear, the use of 
pictures this way resulting in good quality is not that easy. 
 
In terms of execution the most basic thing is sharpness. It’s important that in a 
photo of a forest for example it’s not a tree that should be sharp but you and your 
dog. Adequate light is also essential. Strong light in the background makes your 
photo dark, except if you have a clarifying flashlight. 
Light is also important because the lack of it might make tones of colours, which 
otherwise make a photo lively, disappear, resulting in a photo that looks as if 
your camera were covered with a grey veil. 
 
Every picture has a central topic. If you are running with your dog in a field, the 
majority of the picture shouldn’t be of fleecy clouds in the sky, as the central 
composition might be lost. Should you take a photo like that accidentally, just cut 
the unnecessary parts off. 
It’s also problematic if the public can see your underwear thrown nonchalantly 
onto the chair in the background. It shouldn’t be there. The photo should contain 
what it’s about. So before doing anything, create surroundings according to the 
atmosphere of the picture. 
 Be careful when not exposing from the front – this also applies to photos taken 
from upwards or too downwards: in that case the photo will be distorted.  
 
There are lots of photo editing programmes which help you do basic editing, 
later colour corrections, contrast settings, cuts. You can mostly do these where 
you upload the photos. I’ve used IrfanView programme for years. It’s free of 
charge, it’s constantly being improved and I can do everything with it. 
 
It’s practical to write subtitles to your pictures. You can add that you’ve taken 
them, you are the owner of them and you can show your logo if you have one. 
You can emphasise your presence this way. And if someone saves the picture 
with a right button click on the mouse, they take the logo too... 
 
You can use your pictures in several places and it’s wise to live with these 
opportunities. A good picture speaks for itself and is effective. A moment says 
more than a thousand words. Think it over: when browsing on Facebook, how 
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many texts do you read and how many pictures do you look at? The message of a 
good picture gets to you in a split second. 
 
Attila Márton 


